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Methodist Church
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November

newsletia

Village Laguna Holiday Party—You’re Invited!

This year’s holiday party will be held at the Methodist Church, 21632 Wesley
Drive at 6:30 p.m. December 8. Join us for our annual potluck feast.

We’ll enjoy music by the talented Garden Band Trio--Tom Joliet, Tony Bisson and
John Ford.

For the holiday meal, the basics—turkey, ham, rolls, condiments, soda and water—
will be provided. Bring your favorite side dish, salad or dessert (enough for 8-10)
to share. There is plenty of parking in the church parking lot.

Paid up members will be casting their votes regarding Village Laguna’s corporate
status going forward into 2026. Any questions on that will be discussed at the
membership meeting of November 24, 7 pm. Attend by zoom at

Save Egan Historic Homestead House from Demolition
Appeal at City Council January 13

One of the most historic properties in our city is threatened with demolition.

Egan daughters Esther and Frances with their homestead
house, and the family’s fields beyond. The hill in the
background is now Upper Three Arch Bay.

The Egan Homestead property at 31526 Valido Road includes the original
historical one-story homestead house, started in 1909 and completed in 1928, and
adjacent garage. The Egan Cottage is the only surviving homestead house in
Laguna Beach and the only known example in all of Orange County.

The city-commissioned historic resources report found that the property is eligible
for the California Register of Historical Resources and the National Register of
Historic Places for its association with the Homestead Act signed by President



https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86737163452?pwd=6k9JqTaK1rrlv0ZBvtY8oaunxLSgtZ.1

Lincoln in 1862. The developer hired a consultant to
refute these claims of significance.

The proposed development would demolish these
buildings to make way for a new 3,811 sq. ft. residence,
decks, and garage. The Design Review Board approved
the demolition and new construction at their meeting on
September 25. Chair Tom Gibbs stated that this was the
hardest decision he has had to make since he has been on
the Board. The approval has been appealed by neighbors,
the South Laguna Civic Association and Village Laguna.

Every loss within our historic built environment damages
the village character we are dedicated to preserving and
diminishes our ability to share Laguna’s story with real
life examples.

This story is particularly important. All of Laguna Beach
south of Broadway was open for pioneers to file
homestead claims under the Homestead Act. It’s hard to
imagine that then the landscape we now consider
beautifully scenic and treasured was rejected by the
landowners of Rancho San Joaquin (Irvine Ranch) to the
north and Rancho Niguel to the east and south as being
too rough to farm and too steep for grazing land. So it
remained “government land” until the Homestead Act
opened it up for small farmers to claim.

42 claims were filed. The first was George Thurston’s in
Aliso Canyon, starting in 1871. That land claimed now
includes The Ranch, Aliso Circle and Aliso Beach. The
last homestead claim was made by Russell Wallace in
1916. This was an 80-acre hillside parcel on the
mountain south of The Ranch that was never developed.
Many of the homestead claims in Laguna never became
farms as Lincoln envisioned. Some were sold and
combined with other holdings. Some homesteaders
farmed for awhile and then moved away. Other lands
were held for speculation.

William Egan (right) with his uncle James Shrewsbury in
their bean field

Thus the Egans embraced the ideal—a family home
developed, land farmed, and the family members
becoming part of the growing local community.

William and Bertie Egan with their
daughters Frances and Esther

Will Egan filed his homestead claim in 1909, the same
year that he and Bertie McCoy were married. The first
cabin he built later became the kitchen of their house that
was added onto over time as two daughters were born
and aunt Mary Beach came to live with them. This last
addition was completed in 1928. Unfortunately Will
Egan died in 1930, and his widow was faced with
managing the 40-acre homestead on her own. No newer
and grander home was ever built to replace the
homestead cabin, thus this original building has survived
to tell the homestead story to us decades later.

Please write (citycouncil@lagunabeachcity.net) and
speak at the Council meeting on January 13. See historic
preservation presentation at: https://villagelaguna.org/
general-meeting-videos/

(Egan photos courtesy of the Egans’ great granddaughter, Deborrah
Allen, and the Burnham and Hind families)

Laguna Beach Community Land Trust

On October 20, councilmembers Bob Whalen and Mark
Orgill interviewed eighteen applicants for seven seats on
the founding board of the Laguna Beach Community
Land Trust. The City sees this non-profit group as “a
mission-driven organization dedicated to creating long-
term affordability and public benefit to the Laguna
Beach community.” One of the projects the Trust is
likely to work on is the Council-initiated purchase of two
properties in the Canyon for affordable artist housing.
They will also be charged with fundraising to support
affordable housing programs.

They selected Cody Engle, Edwin Sauls, Harpal Sadhal,
Jeffrey L. Randolph, Cindy Shopoff, Kathryn Burton
Gray, and Kristine Thalman.

Others who applied were Roger Kempler, Jason Hanck,
Ann Christoph, John Zegowitz, Marine Coulmeau, Gail
Duncan, Jacqueline Schaefgen, Mark Christy, Charles
Crowe, Mason Cramer and Phoebe Camilletti.
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Losses Eating Away at Laguna’s Heritage

In the last month we lost two major trees—a coral tree at
the inland parking lot at Aliso Beach was twisted in the
storm on October 14. The city removed it completely
within a day instead of taking the time to assess its
potential for regrowth from the remaining structure.

Coral tree at Aliso Beach inland park
before

Coral tree being removed

Greg Vivani photos

At the former Ti Amo property the last remaining tree of
a former grove of Eucalyptus was removed on November
5, even though the plans submitted for remodeling the
restaurant showed no tree removals.

Ti Amo Eucalyptus before

Eucalyptus cuts reveal no rot in
the trunk structure

John Thomas photo

And we missed out on a Cottage Restoration
Opportunity

When the false front of Ti Amo was removed with the
remodel, the cottage which housed a restaurant in the
1950s was revealed.

Neighbors hoped this surprise would inspire the owners

to restore it. Unfortunately, it will again be covered with

a box-like fagade.
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FIRST CLASS MAIL

David Horne’s Scientific Vegetation Monitoring

David Horne in the open space he monitors

David Horne has made local vegetation
monitoring a focus as part of his
dedication to improved fire prevention
after having lost his home in the 1993
fire. He founded the Greater Laguna
Coast Fire Safe Council which obtained
grants for fire prevention projects. Now
he does monthly scientific moisture
testing of four indicator species in
natural open space areas—Ilemonade
berry, white and black sage and
buckwheat. His tests this month
indicate  significant  increases in
moisture content in all of them, which
was amazing after the dry summer we
have had. He commented, “The plants
even looked much healthier and happier.
I think it was the combination of the
rain (in October) and no Santa Anas that
popped the numbers.”



