To preserve and enhance the unique village character of Laguna Beach
June 7, 2026
City Council
RE: Item #18 South Laguna Village Green

The Village Green has a long history of public involvement. In fact, it would not exist at all but
for a group of concerned parents who took action in the 1970s. After their requests, petition
drives and trips to Santa Ana, their pleas were answered and the three lots that make up the
park were purchased by the County. Park advocates sponsored design-a-park events on site
which emphasized that the park be rustic and natural, and that it fit into the community and
within the existing majestic trees. The community continues to appreciate this character today.
It’s important that this theme be carried forward and that the feel of the park not be
compromised.

As an organization devoted to maintaining the village character of Laguna Beach, Village Laguna
suggests that the features that make up that character be preserved. These include the existing
elm tree, lemonade berry, and historical plaque, the play equipment being repaired rather than
replaced. This generation of children deserve a play experience that is in good condition.
Design features such as the gates should be carefully maintained and other needed
improvements such as hand rails should fit within the existing design of the park.

Options 1 and 2 would make wholesale changes which are destructive, expensive and
unnecessary. Option 3 is an approach that opens possibilities for sensitive rehabilitation of the
park at significant cost savings.

Merrill Anderson
President, Village Laguna



